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Caregivers’ Playbook: Summer 2025
Edition

Here are some great ideas to make summer 2025 unforgettable for everyone, while
taking the pressure off being endlessly creative. Whether you're enjoying the comforts
of home or exploring new places with safe travel practices, let's celebrate the season
with plenty of fun, friends, and family time!



55+ Unforgettable Adventures:
The Ultimate Guide to Physical Activities
for All Ages

Get your kids moving with these exciting physical activities, perfect for all ages! This
collection features a blend of indoor and outdoor games, thoughtfully categorized by age
group to keep every child engaged. These lively activities are most enjoyable when kids are
eager and enthusiastic. Think back to your own childhood — what kept you active? What
games do you play at home now? How do you stay physically active with your kids? We'd
love to hear your favorites!

Physical Activities -,

Physical Activities for Ages 2-4

At this early stage, simple, free-form movement is key. Young children love activities that are
playful and low-pressure, especially when parents join in! Here are some starter ideas —
some need no equipment, but if you want extras, check out our recommended picks
through our Amazon affiliate links (click the images under each activity).

1. Dance Party
Turn up the music and let them dance their hearts out!

Alternative: Add a musical freeze game or dance contest for extra giggles.



10.

Keep the Balloon Up
Prepare for chaos and laughter! Blow up a few balloons and challenge kids to keep them
off the ground.

Variation: Play elimination-style — if a balloon touches the floor, you're out!

Jumping Jacks
Start with 20 energetic jumping jacks to get them moving! Add music for extra fun or
turn it into a round of Simon Says (#6 below). Mini trampolines are also a hit.

Animal Parade
Have kids crawl, hop, or waddle like different animals. It's imaginative, energetic, and
hilarious for everyone involved!

Balance Beam
Create a pretend balance beam using masking tape on the floor. Challenge little ones to
walk the line — try spirals, zig-zags, or even heel-to-toe walking for extra fun.

Bonus Challenge: Race to see who can walk the fastest, go backward,
or try it with eyes closed!

Puddle Jumping
After the rain, grab the rain boots and head out for some splashy fun. Don’t forget the
waterproof gear!

Temper Tantrum Time
Controlled chaos: let them burn off steam with a good old-fashioned stomp and shout
(in a fun, supervised way).

Bubble Chase
Simple but thrilling — blow bubbles and watch them run, jump, and pop! A great way to
build coordination.

Color Hop Game

Lay out colored paper or fabric and call out colors for kids to jump onto — a fun way to
practice colors and movement.

Tunnel Crawl

Set up a tunnel with chairs and blankets — kids love crawling through “secret tunnels”
and it builds coordination.



Physical Activities
= for Ages 5-8
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Physical Activities for Ages 5-8

Kids this age are ready for a bit more structure but still thrive on simple, fun games that
don't feel like exercise.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Scavenger Hunt
Create a list of items and set them loose to find them! Add riddles for a treasure hunt
twist.

Musical Chairs
Classic dance-and-dash game — try using colored mats instead of chairs for a twist.

Simon Says
Always a hit! Take turns being “Simon” and invent new movements to keep the game
exciting.

Bean Bag Toss
Test aiming skills by tossing bean bags into targets. Easy to set up indoors or out.

Hula Hoop Contest
See who can keep their hula hoop spinning the longest. Add obstacles for more of a
challenge!

Treasure Dig
Hide small toys in a sandbox and let kids dig for hidden treasures. Theme it like a pirate
or archaeology adventure for extra excitement.

Follow the Leader
Let the leader get creative with silly moves and crazy jumps — the wackier, the better!

Jump Rope
No rope? No problem! Plastic bags can double as ropes in a pinch.

Duck, Duck, Goose
Circle up and chase! This classic never gets old.

Yoga for Kids
Introduce stretching and breathing exercises — programs like Cosmic Kids Yoga make it
super fun.



19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Indoor Obstacle Course
Transform your living room into a mini-challenge course: crawl under tables, jump over
cushions, or toss socks into laundry baskets!

Hot Potato
A fast-paced, laughter-filled game that keeps everyone on their toes.

Tag
Whether traditional tag, freeze tag, or hide-and-seek tag, it's always a winner.

Outdoor Obstacle Course
Take the fun outside with balance beams, jump stations, and zig-zag runs through the
yard.

Animal Races
Race while hopping like frogs, waddling like penguins, or crawling like lizards — endless
variations!

Paper Plate Skating

Use paper plates under feet for indoor “skating” across the floor — fun and great for
balance.

Balloon Paddle Battle

Make paddles with paper plates and paint sticks, and have kids hit a balloon back and
forth — an indoor, safe “tennis” match!

Physical Activities
for Ages 9-12 ﬁ,
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PhyS|caI Act|V|t|es for Ages 9-12

Older kids are often ready for more physical challenges and games with a hint of
competition.

24.

25.

26.

Indoor Basketball
A soft ball and a laundry basket = hours of indoor fun.

Wrestling
Safe, supervised wrestling on mats builds strength and confidence.

Wall Ball
Toss a ball against a wall and catch it. Simple, active, and a great reflex builder.



27. Life-Sized Board Game
Create a giant board game where players are the pieces — a huge hit!

28. Hopscotch
Old-school fun that improves balance and agility.

29. Mini Golf
Set up your own quirky course at home or outside!

30. Backyard Bowling
DIY bowling with household items — keep score and crown a champ.

31. Crab Walk Races
Tough but hilarious — perfect for a good workout.

32. Three-Legged Races
Tie two legs together and race for laughs and teamwork!

33. DIY Obstacle Maze

Create an indoor maze with furniture and string that kids must crawl under or climb over

— endless fun!

34. Sock Basketball
Roll up socks and shoot them into laundry baskets or toy bins for an easy, mess-free
game of basketball.

PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES
FOR AGES 13-17

Physical Activities for Ages 13-17

Teens are usually looking for activities with a social twist. Here are some great ways to get
them moving:

33. Parkour Basics
Set up a beginner-friendly parkour course for a fun challenge.

34. Twister
Classic and hilarious — a great group activity.

35. Rock Climbing
Indoor gyms make it accessible and safe for beginners.



10

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

No

Tic-Tac-Toe Frisbee
Combine a frisbee toss with the classic game grid!

Pull-Ups
A timeless test of strength — a great personal challenge.

Capture the Flag
Strategy, teamwork, and plenty of running.

Ultimate Frisbee
The ultimate team sport for agility, cardio, and fun.

Disc Golf
Great for focus and outdoor adventure.

Bocce Ball
Easy to learn and perfect for laid-back competition.

Lacrosse
Fast-paced, team-centered, and a great way to stay active.

Ladder Golf
Test aim and coordination with this backyard favorite.

Sprint Relay Races

Organize quick relay races in the backyard — simple, competitive, and a great workout.
Capture the Balloon

A twist on capture the flag, but using balloons — a fun, active game that encourages
teamwork and strategy.
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Activities for All Ages

matter your child's age, these activities are always a hit:

Family Yoga
Stretch, breathe, and bond with a yoga session everyone can enjoy.

Family Bike Rides
Hit the trails or explore local parks on two wheels.



Nature Scavenger Hunt
Turn a walk into an adventure by searching for natural treasures.

Outdoor Games Galore
From hiking and soccer to volleyball and rollerblading, the possibilities are endless:

o Hiking or Running

o Soccer, Tennis, or Volleyball

o Swimming or Rollerblading

o Flag football or Two-hand touch football
o Baseball or Kickball

o ..and so much more!




Whether we like it or not, there are days when staying inside is the only option. But indoor play
can be just as exciting as outdoor adventures with the right ideas! Whether you have a large or
small space, here’s a treasure trove of 65+ indoor activities to keep your kids moving, laughing,
and learning.

ULTIMATE

INDOOR
ADVENTURE

Ultimate Indoor Adventure:
65+ Engaging Indoor Games
and Challenges for Kids

12

1.

LOW PREP / EASY SET-UP

Low Prep / Easy Set-Up

Dance Pause
Everyone dances to the music until it stops, then freezes! This energizing game builds
listening skills and reaction time. Add toe touches during the freeze for an extra physical

Hide and Seek
The classic favorite — it boosts creative thinking about hiding spots and gets kids
moving as they scurry around.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Pop and Hop
Jumping on bubble wrap is a sensory delight, offering both energy burn and fun pops
with every jump.

Shadow Puppets
Turn off the lights, set up a lamp, and bring a wall to life with creative hand shadows.

Balloon Volley
Keep a balloon airborne — extra points if you can't use your hands!

Lunar Stroll
Pretend you're walking on the moon by tying sponges to your feet — perfect for balance
and giggles.

Magic Carpet Ride
Sitting on towels, kids use arm power to scoot across the floor — a fun upper body
workout and imagination booster.

Yoga
Simple yoga poses can stretch, calm, and strengthen — try easy kid-friendly moves to
relax after active play.

Balloon Ping Pong
Paper plates + balloons = a gentler version of ping pong that's perfect for indoor fun.

Wheelbarrow Walking
Pair up! One child acts as the wheelbarrow and the other steers — teamwork and core
strength rolled into one.

Indoor Camping
Blanket forts and indoor tents bring the adventure home.

Scarf Juggle
Scarves float slower than balls — perfect for beginner jugglers honing timing and
coordination.

Vertical Leap
Mark door frames with each jump to track and challenge leg strength improvement over
time.

Command and Follow
Simon Says sharpens listening and reflexes — a fun way to practice focus and self-
control.

Home Alley Bowling
Set up "pins” with cups or cans and knock them down with a soft ball.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Paper Airplanes
Design and race paper airplanes for a hands-on intro to aerodynamics.

Soft Frisbee
Toss paper plate "frisbees" indoors for a safe twist on catch.

Mirror Mirror on the Wall
Kids mimic each other's movements — boosts concentration and giggles.

Pillow Walk
Create a stepping path with pillows — don’t touch the floor!

Slide and Score Curling
Use bars of soap as “stones” on a taped target — a fun intro to curling at home.

Utensil Orchestra
Grab kitchen tools and make a band — clanging, banging, and rhythm experiments
encouraged.

Balloon Ping Pong
Balloon + paper plate paddle = the ultimate no-breakable-item indoor sport.

Constructive Destruction
Build towers just to knock them down — a lesson in cause and effect disguised as fun.

Leap and Land
Jump forward, backward, or one-legged — great for building strength and control.

Wheelbarrow Walking
A two-person race where one kid walks on their hands and the other holds their legs.

Sack Hop
Use pillowcases for a hopping race — balance and lower body workout.

Stuffed Animal Hide & Seek
Hide a stuffed animal and hunt it down — a cozy spin on a traditional favorite.

Toy Wash Station
Set up a sudsy car wash for plastic toys — great sensory play and life skills.

Tissue Dance
Dance without dropping a tissue balanced on your head — challenges balance and
focus.

Play-Act Performance
Stage a mini-play and let kids show off their acting and creativity.
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31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

Yo-Yos!

Classic yo-yo tricks boost patience and hand-eye coordination.

Silent Movie Stars
Charades without speaking — great for storytelling and creativity.

Sticky Steps
Indoor hopscotch using painter’s tape squares on the floor.

Tightrope Walk
Walk a "tightrope" made of tape on the floor to test balance and focus.

Balloon Volleyball
Team up and bat the balloon over a makeshift "net" — great energy outlet.

Indoor Treasure Hunt
Hide clues around the house for an adventurous treasure-seeking mission.

Puzzle Race
Time who can finish a puzzle fastest — teamwork or solo challenge.

Indoor Skating
Use wax paper or socks on hard floors for a sliding skating adventure.

Conga Line

Gather everyone for a conga line through the house — laughter and movement

guaranteed.

Musical Hot Potato
Pass an object until the music stops — fast, silly, and fun!

Wrap and Run
Wrap a partner mummy-style in toilet paper and race to the finish.

Jacks
A traditional game of bounce-and-catch, great for dexterity and timing.

Indoor Balloon Tennis
Balloons and fly swatters make a perfect no-damage tennis game.
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10.

Moderate Prep//Some Set-Up

Moderate Prep / Some Set-Up

Indoor Snowball Battle
Soft "snowballs" (like balled socks) and laundry basket rides create a thrilling wintery
adventure inside.

Feather Flutter
Catch floating feathers with butterfly nets. It's gentle, calming, and great for hand-eye
coordination.

Target Toss
Create a painter’s tape dartboard on the floor. Toss bean bags to build aiming skills and
gentle arm strength.

Indoor Obstacle Course
Turn cushions, chairs, and tables into a crawling, jumping adventure course right in your
living room.

Game of Twister
Board game or DIY version, it builds balance and flexibility while making everyone laugh.

Cheer Routine
Learn simple cheerleading moves to boost energy, rhythm, and team spirit.

Craft Corner Relay
Dash between craft stations, completing quick creative tasks — a relay for minds and
bodies.

Craft Course Golf
Make an indoor mini-golf course using books, boxes, and toys — creativity meets
motion.

Balloon Ping Pong
Paper plates + balloons = a gentler version of ping pong that's perfect for indoor fun.

Toy Wash
Set up a washing station for dolls, action figures, or toy cars — sensory fun with a splash
of practical life skills.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Sensory Bags
Fill ziplock bags with squishy items and seal for safe, mess-free sensory exploration.

Balloon Ping Pong
Keep the balloon floating across a makeshift net — use paper plates as paddles!

Color Sorting Race
Scatter colored objects and race to sort them into matching baskets.

Build a Maze
Use furniture and string to create a crawl-under, climb-over obstacle course.

Toy Wash
Set up a washing station for dolls, action figures, or toy cars — sensory fun with a splash
of practical life skills.

HIGH PREP / MORE TIME
OR MATERIALS NEEDED

High Prep / More Time or Materials Needed

Sky-High Kick
Kick a hanging ball, adjusting height for an evolving challenge.

Home Alley Bowling
Set up “pins” with cups or cans and knock them down with a soft ball.

Dress-Up Relay
Kids race to put on costumes, dash to a pose point, and strike a fabulous pose.

Slide and Score Curling
Use bars of soap as “stones” on a taped target — a fun intro to curling at home.

Craft Course Golf
Make an indoor mini-golf course using books, boxes, and toys — creativity meets
motion.

Indoor Mini Basketball
A small hoop on the door and a soft ball bring basketball inside safely.
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7. Feather Flutter
Buy colorful feathers and nets for catching games that require prep and props.

8. Puzzle Race
Race to complete a puzzle — requires puzzles of different sizes and difficulty levels.

9. Indoor Skating
Wax paper or socks for a skating adventure — needs setup of a safe, clear space.

10. Build a Maze
Creating a crawl-around maze needs a clear layout and materials like string, furniture,
and some creativity.

11. Color Sorting Race
Lots of scattered small objects or toys and bins needed for this race.




The Ultimate Guide to
Effortless Outdoor Fun:
75+ Activities for Kids

Here's your ultimate guide to effortless, ready-to-go outdoor kid activities. Packed with simple
yet thrilling outdoor adventures, this compilation promises instant fun for your little ones (and
possibly you) without the usual hassle.

From unique to straightforward joys, these activities are designed for pure outdoor delight,
suitable for children across various ages. Venture into your backyard or any outdoor space, and
you might find your entire family joining in on the excitement.

No-Prep Outdoor Kid Activities

No-Prep Outdoor Kid Activities

1. Outdoor Follow The Leader
Transform the landscape into an adventurous playground — logs, streams, and all.

19
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

House Perimeter Race
Great pre-bedtime — a race around the house wears them out and is fun to beat
personal bests.

Go On A Nature Walk
Bring magnifying glasses or binoculars for detailed exploration of nature.

Outdoor Hide and Seek
Classic fun, with the natural world providing endless hiding spots.

Tag You're It (Sock Tag)
A dynamic twist on tag where players race to collect socks!

Cloud Shapes Imagination
Lie on the grass and spot shapes in the clouds for peaceful creative play.

Catch Or Kickball
Simple, active games to build hand-eye coordination and team spirit.

Photo Scavenger Hunt
Kids snap pictures of listed backyard or park items — technology meets exploration.

Rock Hunting and Decorating
Find, paint, and treasure outdoor rocks — creativity meets nature.

Rock Stacking Challenge
A calm test of patience and balance — how high can they stack?

Puddle Jumping Extravaganza
Next rainy day, grab umbrellas and boots for splashy, muddy fun.

Hot And Cold Game
Use temperature hints to find hidden objects — a playful seek-and-find.

Four-Leaf Clover Quest
A hopeful, patient backyard adventure searching for clovers.

Alfresco Reading Nook
Bring books outside and create a cozy nook with blankets and pillows.

| Spy Nature
A classic, observational game adapted for the outdoors.

Aquatic Playtime
Simple water exploration — pouring, filling, and experimenting.

Watermelon Seed Spitting Contest
A nostalgic and hilarious competition perfect for summer.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Leafy Artworks
Paint leaves and press them onto paper for natural masterpieces.

Window Art with Dry Erase Markers
Let kids transform windows into washable, erasable art galleries.

Mud Pie Bakery
Classic muddy fun with old utensils or sticks for decoration.

Cloud Racing
Lay back and imagine clouds racing by — creative and relaxing.

Dandelion Wishes
Make wishes while learning about plant life cycles.

Nature Craft Collage
Gather leaves, twigs, and petals to create stunning collages outdoors.

Rock Dominoes
Painted rocks become dominoes for outdoor, hands-on strategy fun.

Leafy Labyrinth
Arrange fallen leaves to create a maze or labyrinth in the yard.

Minimal-Prep
Outdoor Activities

Minimal-Prep Outdoor Activities

Chalk Challenge Course
Use sidewalk chalk to create an obstacle course.

Hosepipe Fun
Water games galore — hose jump rope or sprinkler runs.

Outdoor Scavenger Hunt
Nature hunts by color, shape, or alphabet themes.

Insect Exploration
Grab a bug catcher and start an insect safari.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Picnic Time
A meal outdoors — simple, yet always special.

Play With Water Balloons
Bunch o’ Balloons for quick-filling water balloon fun.

Puddle Jumping
Rain boots optional — splash and laugh!

Sketch the Great Outdoors
Art meets nature with sketchpads and pencils in hand.

Seasonal Play Transitions
Bring playdough or kinetic sand outdoors to contain the mess.

Transformative Tent Play
Move indoor tents outside for an instant backyard fort.

Enchanted Fairy Houses
Craft homes for fairies from twigs, leaves, and stones.

Aerial Adventures with Flight Radar 24
Track planes and predict flight paths with this fun app.

Perform in the Open Air
Dance, sing, act — let kids put on an outdoor show.

Start A Collection
Shells, leaves, or rocks — a start to nature-loving habits.

Squirt Gun Painting
Use washable paints and squirt guns to create colorful outdoor art.

Botanical Brushes
Paint with foraged flowers — beautiful and natural.

Thaw the Prize Game
Freeze small toys in ice and race to melt them.

Aqua Limbo Fun
Water hose limbo on hot days!

Bubble Bonanza
Create giant bubbles or bubble art — mesmerizing outdoor fun.

Sidewalk Chalk Murals
Big, vibrant sidewalk chalk art projects.
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21.

22.

23.

10.

Garden Treasure Hunt
Hide treasures in the garden for an adventurous hunt.

Outdoor Puppet Show
Hand puppets and cardboard boxes become an instant theater.

Backyard Bird Watching
Binoculars and a quiet spot — observe and identify birds.

HIGHER PREP / MORE INVOLVED

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
e P ‘\

Higher Prep / More Involved Outdoor Activities

Personal Best Relay Race
Create relays: frog jumps, crab walks, wheelbarrow races, and more.

Clean-Up Play
Bike washing turns into a soapy outdoor adventure.

Self-Portraits in Paint
Washable paints turn kids into living canvases.

Botanical Brushes
Nature's texture becomes the paintbrush.

Squirt Gun Painting
Art meets aim with colorful squirt guns.

Strategic Capture the Flag
Team up and strategize to capture the enemy flag.

Crab Soccer
Play soccer while crab walking — hilarious and tiring!

Cone Defense
Knock down cones while protecting your own.

Epic Manhunt
A solo hider evades the whole group.

Balance Beam Battles
Pool noodles + balance beams = friendly jousts.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Make Some Simple Bird Feeders
Peanut butter, birdseed, and toilet paper rolls create easy feeders.

Origami Boat Races
Fold paper boats and race them in puddles or pools.

Throwing Practice
Laundry baskets and beanbags for target practice.

Cycling Challenge
Timed bike laps around the house or backyard.

Backyard Obstacle Design
Kids design their own challenging course.

Trampoline Sprinkler
Jump under a spray for extra summer fun.

Nature as Canvas
Use natural finds for creative outdoor art.

DIY Floral Arrangements
Learn simple flower arranging from foraged blooms.

Red Light, Green Light
Classic stop-and-go racing improves focus and reaction time.

Red Rover
Strategy, teamwork, and laughter — classic fun.

Kick The Can
Blend tag and hide-and-seek with this traditional favorite.

Nighttime Hide and Seek with Flashlights
A magical twist on hide and seek after dark.

Gardening Assistant
Watering and garden care builds responsibility.

Cartwheel Mastery
Master cartwheels with open space and practice.

Do An Art Class Outdoors
Artful Parent YouTube videos and open-air creativity.

Beanbag Tag
Gentle tag that's great for all ages.
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217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

Treasure Dig in Dirt or Sand
Dig up hidden treasures in the sandbox or garden.

Design a Pet Agility Course
Train pets to tackle fun obstacles.

Water Gun Precision Practice
Hit targets with water guns to boost aim and coordination.

Nature Bingo
Create nature-themed bingo cards and explore!

Origami Boat Races
Craft and race paper boats for creative fun.

Backyard Bird Watching
Binoculars and bird ID guides turn your backyard into a sanctuary.

Outdoor Puppet Show
Let kids stage a show with simple props and puppets.

Garden Treasure Hunt
Create secret maps and hidden treasures for extra excitement.
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Family
Vacations

inthe USA

The Ultimate Guide to
Family Vacations in the USA

Family vacations create lifelong memories. Here's a curated list of top travel spots where
activities, attractions, and accommodations satisfy all ages. Plus, before you pack your bags,
consider a family travel insurance policy to safeguard your trip.

DedC
Lovers

Destin, Florida
Destin, located on Florida’s Emerald Coast, offers stunning white-sand beaches and a family-
friendly vibe perfect for outdoor play and water adventures.
Highlights:
e Scenic, kid-friendly beaches like Henderson Beach State Park
e Pirate cruises and dolphin-spotting boat tours

Cape Cod, Massachusetts
With its charming villages and endless coastline, Cape Cod delivers a classic East Coast summer
escape full of outdoor activities and old-fashioned fun.
Highlights:
e 40 miles of beaches along Cape Cod National Seashore
o Wellfleet Drive-In Theatre for an old-fashioned movie night

26



Gulf Shores, Alabama
This low-key Gulf Coast destination is a gem for families looking for beach days, outdoor
adventures, and a small-town feel without the crowds.
Highlights:
o Gulf State Park for kayaking and hiking
o Nightly Ferris wheel rides and laser light shows at The Wharf

San Diego, California
San Diego’s laid-back atmosphere, family attractions, and beautiful beaches make it a perennial
favorite for families seeking sunshine and culture.
Highlights:
e Family-favorite beaches like Coronado Central and La Jolla Shores
e Famous San Diego Zoo and Balboa Park’s family museums

Hilton Head, South Carolina
Hilton Head offers a calm, easygoing beach vacation with an emphasis on outdoor adventures
and wildlife exploration for all ages.
Highlights:
e Calm waters at Coligny Beach Park
e Coastal Discovery Museum for educational outings

Honolulu - Oahu, Hawaii
Oahu combines world-famous beaches, rich cultural experiences, and outdoor fun, creating the
ultimate island escape for families.
Highlights:
o Waikiki Beach and Kailua Beach Park for sunbathing and sandcastles
e Polynesian Cultural Center for an authentic la'au experience

Outer Banks, North Carolina
A haven for relaxed, multigenerational vacations, the Outer Banks provides miles of beaches,
historical sites, and nature reserves.
Highlights:
e 100+ miles of scenic beaches and dunes at Jockey's Ridge
e Historic exploration at Cape Hatteras National Seashore

Maui, Hawaii
Maui’s dramatic landscapes, family-friendly beaches, and snorkeling adventures make it a dream
destination for island-loving families.
Highlights:
e Black sand beaches at Wai'anapanapa State Park
e Haleakala National Park’s breathtaking volcanic landscapes

27



Best for
Adventure

Best for Adventure Seekers

Yellowstone National Park
America’s first national park boasts incredible geothermal features and wildlife encounters,
perfect for nature-loving families.
Highlights:
o Watch Old Faithful erupt
e Hike to Grand Prismatic Spring and spot bison

Yosemite National Park
Yosemite's towering waterfalls, ancient sequoias, and breathtaking vistas create a natural
playground for families to explore together.
Highlights:
e Glacier Point's breathtaking panoramic views
e Rafting down the Merced River

Grand Canyon National Park
Iconic views and adrenaline-pumping activities await families at this awe-inspiring natural
wonder.
Highlights:
e Grand Canyon Railway and Colorado River rafting
e Walk the Grand Canyon Skywalk for jaw-dropping views

Lake Tahoe, California-Nevada
Known for its crystal-clear lake and surrounding mountains, Lake Tahoe offers year-round fun
from skiing to sunbathing.
Highlights:
e World-class skiing in winter, sunny beach days in summer
e Scenic hikes and bike trails

Jackson Hole, Wyoming
This rugged, outdoorsy destination provides year-round adventure, with national parks and
western charm.
Highlights:
e Skiing at three different mountain resorts
e Rafting and hiking in Grand Teton National Park
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Pigeon Forge, Tennessee
Pigeon Forge delivers mountain magic with theme parks, outdoor adventures, and Southern
hospitality all rolled into one.
Highlights:
e Dollywood theme park and Smoky Mountains hiking
e Dolly Parton's Stampede Dinner Attraction

Washington, D.C.
D.C. blends history, culture, and hands-on learning opportunities in a city full of free attractions
ideal for families.
Highlights:
e Smithsonian museums and National Zoo
e Monuments and memorials along the National Mall

Best for

Theme Park
Enthugiasts

Best for Theme Park Enthusiasts
Orlando, Florida
Orlando is the theme park capital of the world, drawing families from everywhere for magical
experiences and thrilling rides.
Highlights:
e Walt Disney World Resort’s timeless magic
e Universal Orlando's Wizarding World of Harry Potter

Anaheim, California
Home to Disneyland Resort, Anaheim offers classic Disney magic plus access to Southern
California’s beaches and attractions.
Highlights:
o Thrills at Disneyland and Knott’s Berry Farm
o Close to beaches and Los Angeles attractions

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin
Dubbed the "Water Park Capital of the World," Wisconsin Dells mixes splashy excitement with a
dose of Midwestern charm.
Highlights:
e Noah's Ark Waterpark — largest outdoor water park in the U.S.
e Wisconsin Deer Park and Rick Wilcox Magic Show
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Best for Budget-Friendly Families
Outer Banks, North Carolina
This affordable destination lets families spread out in vacation homes and enjoy endless beaches
and history.
Highlights:
o Affordable multibedroom vacation rentals
e Free adventures in national seashores and dunes

Gulf Shores, Alabama
Gulf Shores is an excellent choice for budget travelers who want beach time mixed with family-
friendly attractions.
Highlights:
e Budget-conscious lodging options like vacation homes
e free and low-cost activities at Gulf State Park

Washington, D.C.
Perfect for families looking to combine education and entertainment without spending a
fortune.
Highlights:
e Free Smithsonian museums and monuments
o Affordable public transit and suburban hotel savings

Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Enjoy the quaint New England charm without breaking the bank by timing your visit just right.
Highlights:

e Visit during shoulder seasons (June or September) for lower rates

e Free access to scenic beaches and bike trails

Pigeon Forge, Tennessee
Pigeon Forge provides endless fun with affordable outdoor activities, attractions, and cozy
lodging options.
Highlights:
e Wide range of budget-friendly family activities
e Affordable cabin rentals near Great Smoky Mountains
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Best for Education and Culture

San Diego, California
Beyond its beaches, San Diego serves up educational fun with world-class museums and wildlife
encounters.
Highlights:

e Balboa Park’s science museums and Comic-Con Museum

e San Diego Zoo Safari Park’s up-close animal experiences
Washington, D.C.
The nation’s capital is an epicenter for history, science, and culture — ideal for curious kids and
teens.
Highlights:

e Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum

e Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History

Honolulu - Oahu, Hawaii
Oahu offers a rich blend of cultural heritage, history, and natural beauty to engage families of all
interests.
Highlights:
e Pearl Harbor National Memorial
e Bishop Museum’s Hawatiian history exhibits

Hilton Head, South Carolina
Hilton Head complements its beaches with enriching educational outings highlighting the
region’s flora, fauna, and history.
Highlights:
e Coastal Discovery Museum'’s environmental education
e Harbour Town'’s outdoor concerts and dining
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Roller Coasters, Water Parks
& Family Thrills:
Top Amusement Parks Across the U.S.

Whether you're seeking jaw-dropping thrill rides, fair food delights, or a day of relaxing
family fun, the top amusement parks in the U.S. offer something for everyone.
Accessible, fun-filled, and often affordable, these parks promise endless entertainment.

Here's your organized guide by region:

East

Kennywood - West Mifflin, Pennsylvania

A historic favorite near Pittsburgh, Kennywood blends classic rides with pulse-pounding
thrills for every family member.
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Highlights:
o Steel Curtain: Pennsylvania's tallest coaster with the world's highest inversion
(reopening 2025)

o Events like fireworks parties and parades

Where to stay: Courtyard by Marriott Pittsburgh West Homestead/Waterfront

Knoebels Amusement Resort — Elysburg, Pennsylvania

Known as America’s largest free-admission amusement park, Knoebels offers pay-per-
ride fun perfect for families on a budget.
Highlights:

e Giant Flume water ride (refurbished 2024)
e Black Diamond and Impulse coasters for thrill-seekers

Where to stay: On-site campgrounds, cottages, and a B&B

Hersheypark — Hershey, Pennsylvania

A chocolate lover's dream, Hersheypark pairs thrilling rides with sweet treats from
Hershey's Chocolate World.
Highlights:

e New Twizzlers Twisted Gravity Swing (opening 2025)
o Access to ZooAmerica with over 200 North American animals

Where to stay: Hershey Lodge with family suites and a chocolate-themed spa

Six Flags Great Adventure — Jackson Township, New Jersey

A must-visit for coaster lovers, this Six Flags location mixes rides with entertainment and
a massive water park.
Highlights:

e THE FLASH: Vertical Velocity (opening 2025)
e Hurricane Harbor water park with 50+ interactive features

Where to stay: Savannah Sunset Resort and Spa, located near the park’s wild safari
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Kings Dominion Theme Park — Doswell, Virginia

Situated near Richmond, Kings Dominion offers excitement from splashy water rides to
top-rated roller coasters.
Highlights:

« New Rapterra coaster (2025) — tallest and longest launched wing coaster
e Soak City Waterpark for hot summer days

Where to stay: Tru by Hilton Thornburg or Country Inn & Suites by Radisson

Knott's Berry Farm — Buena Park, California

This original berry farm-turned-theme park mixes SoCal beach vibes with thrilling rides
and Western nostalgia.
Highlights:

o Newly reimagined Camp Snoopy area for young kids
o Ghost Town and Fiesta Village for themed fun

Where to stay: Knott's Hotel, next to the park and water park

Six Flags Magic Mountain - Valencia, California

Home to record-setting coasters, Magic Mountain is the perfect park for thrill-chasing
families.
Highlights:

o 21st roller coaster planned for 2026

e Wonder Woman: Flight of Courage — world's tallest and longest single-rail
coaster
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Where to stay: Best Western Valencia/Six Flags Inn & Suites

Disneyland Park — Anaheim, California

The original Disney magic lives on at Disneyland, offering classic rides, themed lands,
and family wonder.
Highlights:

e Sleeping Beauty Castle and Star Wars: Galaxy's Edge
e New show "Walt Disney — A Magical Life" debuting 2025

Where to stay: Disney’s Grand Californian Hotel & Spa

Universal Studios Hollywood - Universal City, California

This park combines movie magic with high-energy rides and studio tours for
unforgettable family fun.
Highlights:

e Frosted Glacier attraction at Super Nintendo World
e Universal Fan Fest nights starting 2025

Where to stay: The Garland or Loews Hollywood Hotel

SeaWorld San Diego - San Diego, California

Blending thrilling rides with up-close animal experiences, SeaWorld San Diego is perfect
for marine life lovers.
Highlights:

o Jewels of the Sea: A Jellyfish Experience (opening 2025)
e Seasonal events like Halloween Spooktacular

Where to stay: Bahia Resort Hotel, Mission Bay
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Walt Disney World Resort — Orlando, Florida

The world’'s most iconic amusement destination spans four unique parks, from fairy tales
to futuristic fun.
Highlights:

« Tiana's Bayou Adventure and Dream the Night Away parade (2025)
e Galaxy's Edge and the EPCOT World Showcase

Where to stay: Disney’s extensive on-site hotels

Busch Gardens Tampa Bay — Tampa, Florida

This Africa-themed park is a blend of thrill rides, animal encounters, and family-friendly
entertainment.
Highlights:

e Wild Oasis adventure realm (opening 2025)
o Tigris triple-launch coaster and animal exhibits

Where to stay: Embassy Suites by Hilton Tampa USF Near Busch Gardens

Universal Orlando Resort — Orlando, Florida

Soon home to four parks, Universal Orlando serves up movie-themed fun, epic rides,
and a new park in 2025.
Highlights:

e Universal Epic Universe with Super Nintendo World and How to Train Your

Dragon realm
» Volcano Bay Water Park for cooling off
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Where to stay: Universal's Cabana Bay Beach Resort

Legoland Florida Resort — Winter Haven, Florida

Perfect for younger visitors, Legoland’s creative rides and new SEA LIFE Aquarium
combine fun with education.
Highlights:

o 50+ Lego-themed attractions and water park fun
e Peppa Pig Theme Park next door

Where to stay: Legoland Hotel or Pirate Island Hotel

Dollywood - Pigeon Forge, Tennessee

Dolly Parton’s beloved theme park blends Appalachian charm with thrilling rides and
family-friendly festivals.
Highlights:

e | Will Always Love You Music Festival (March-April 2025)
« Lightning Rod and Tennessee Tornado coasters

Where to stay: Dollywood's DreamMore Resort and Spa

Six Flags Fiesta Texas — San Antonio, Texas

Known for its towering coasters and vibrant entertainment, Fiesta Texas offers year-
round excitement.
Highlights:

o New rides CYBORG Cyber Revolution and SHAZAM! Tower (2025)
e Hurricane Harbor Water Park on-site

Where to stay: HomeZ2 Suites by Hilton San Antonio at the Rim
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Midwest

Cedar Point — Sandusky, Ohio

Nicknamed "America’s Roller Coast," Cedar Point is a must for thrill-seekers with its
legendary coasters.
Highlights:

« Siren's Curse tilt coaster opening 2025
« 18 different coasters, including Steel Vengeance and Valravn

Where to stay: Lighthouse Point at Cedar Point

Kings Island — Mason, Ohio

|deal for families and thrill-seekers alike, Kings Island blends classic rides with world-
record coasters.
Highlights:

e RiverRacers dual-racing water coaster debuting 2025
e Home of The Beast, the world's longest wooden coaster

Where to stay: Camp Cedar luxury cottages or camping facilities

Silver Dollar City — Branson, Missouri

This 1880s-themed park delivers charm with coasters, a water park, and world-class
seasonal events.
Highlights:

e New spring festival and drone show (2025)
e White Water park’s wave pool and lazy river

Where to stay: Silver Dollar City Campground
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Holiday World & Splashin' Safari — Santa Claus, Indiana

A holiday-themed park known for its family-friendly perks and award-winning wooden
coasters.
Highlights:

o Free soft drinks, sunscreen, and parking
e Access to Splashin' Safari water park included

Where to stay: Santa’s Lakeside Cottages or Sun Outdoors Lake Rudolph
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The Big List of Summer Spirit Days:
The Ultimate Summer Spirit Day Guide

Kick off a summer filled with fun and creativity with this vibrant list of 80+ Summer Spirit Day
ideas perfect for kids. From wild dress-up themes to educational adventures, these ideas are
easy to coordinate virtually via Zoom, FaceTime, or any video platform — sparking imagination
and fostering connection!
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Creative Dress-Up Days

Pajama Party: Stay cozy all day! End with a virtual bedtime story session.
Mismatch Day: Clash your colors and prints! Host a crazy outfit show-and-tell on Zoom.

Favorite Book Character Day: Dress as a book hero! Share your pick in a virtual reading
circle.

Wacky Hair Day: Style the wildest hairdo and show it off in a Zoom hair parade.
Superhero Day: Dress up and share your dream superpower.

Crazy Hat Day: Create the most imaginative hats and have a virtual hat parade.
Cartoon Character Day: Dress as your favorite cartoon and join a trivia quiz.
Fantasy Day: Embrace fairies, dragons, and more for a magical Zoom story session.
Neon Day: Dress in bright neon and host a glow dance party online.

Medieval Day: Come as knights, princesses, or dragons for a medieval story hour.



Superpower Day: Dress with accessories representing your superpower — talent show
style!

Mystery Character Day: Dress up and have friends guess who you are on Zoom.
Dinosaur Day: Rock dinosaur prints or costumes — then roar through a trivia game.
Masquerade Day: Wear creative masks and join a virtual masquerade ball.

Tropical Day: Throw on leis and tropical prints for a virtual luau party.

Magic Day: Dress as a magician and teach each other tricks online.

Favorite Movie Day: Dress as movie characters and enjoy a virtual trivia game.

Rock Star Day: Become a rock legend and perform in a virtual concert.

Mythical Creatures Day: Come as unicorns or dragons for a mythical drawing session.

Time Traveler Day: Dress from the past or future for a storytelling adventure.

Fun & Funky Theme Days

Under the Sea Day: Dive in with ocean colors and have an underwater storytelling
session.

Pirate Day: Dress as pirates and hunt for virtual treasure.

Glow Day: Shine with glow-in-the-dark accessories for a Zoom glow party.
Silent Movie Day: Dress in black and white and act out silent movie scenes.
Emoji Day: Dress like emojis and play guessing games online.

Black and White Day: Monochrome outfits for a retro-style photo shoot.
Recycle Day: Create outfits from recycled materials and host a showcase.

Polka Dot Day: Wear polka dots and create dot-themed art projects virtually.
Jungle Day: Dress as jungle explorers or animals for a virtual safari.

Rainy Day: Raincoats and boots — tell your best rainy day stories.

Peace and Love Day: Go hippie-style and share peace-building stories and crafts.
Wizard and Witches Day: Cast spells in costume and host a virtual magic show.

Galaxy Day: Wear space prints and take a "tour of the universe."
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Circus Day: Come as clowns, jugglers, or animals for a virtual circus.

Garden Day: Floral outfits or gardening attire — host a show-and-tell of home plants.

Fairy Tale Day: Dress as storybook favorites and join a fairy tale trivia game.
Eco Warrior Day: Go green — share ways to protect the Earth.
Chef Day: Put on your chef hats and cook easy recipes together virtually.

Safari Day: Dress as adventurers for a virtual safari exploring world habitats.

Cultural & Adventure Days
Around the World Day: Represent different countries and share fun facts.
Outer Space Day: Dress as astronauts for a space-themed Zoom session.
Detective Day: Play detective and solve virtual mysteries.
Holiday Mashup: Pick any holiday and create festive fun.
Decades Day: Channel the '60s, '70s, or '80s for a decade dance party.
Occupation Day: Dress as your dream job and give a presentation.
International Spy Day: Go undercover and crack codes online.
Outer Space Explorer Day: Join a virtual “mission to Mars" with facts and stories.
Underwater Explorer Day: Dive deep into ocean life with educational activities.
Famous Inventors Day: Dress as inventors and present their creations.
Inspirational People Day: Dress as someone you admire and tell their story.
Patriotic Day: Wear national colors and host a national anthem sing-along.
Storybook Day: Dress as story characters and read a page aloud.
Galaxy Day: Dress in cosmic fashion and share galaxy facts.
Rainy Day: Share favorite rainy-day activities while dressed for storms.

Future Day: Predict the future — dress as a 3024 citizen!
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Classic & School Spirit Days
School Spirit Day: Show off your school colors or mascots — pep rally time!
Board Game Day: Dress as characters from board games and play virtual games.
Twin Day: Match with a buddy for twin challenges.
Disney Day: Become your favorite Disney character and sing along online.
Video Game Day: Dress as video game heroes and join a trivia contest.
Science Fiction Day: Come as sci-fi legends and build your own sci-fi story.
Animal Day: Dress as animals and share fun animal facts.
Favorite Color Day: Deck yourself out in your favorite color.
Beach Party Day: Break out the beach attire for a sunny virtual party.
Music Star Day: Become your favorite musician and have a lip-sync battle.
Favorite Animal Day: Dress as or showcase your favorite animal.
School Pride Day: Wear your school logo or mascot proudly.
Adventure Safari Day: Safari costumes and virtual tours of famous jungles.
Festival Fun Day: Dress for your favorite festival — from Coachella to county fairs.
Dream Job Day: Dress up and share what you want to be when you grow up.

Comic Book Hero Day: Create your own comic hero and introduce them virtually.
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DIY Summer Camp:
Your Ultimate Guide to Fun at Home

Hosting a summer camp at home may seem overwhelming, but with a bit of planning, it's easier
than you think! Here's a simple guide to set up your own DIY summer camp, complete with
activity ideas, themes, excursions, budget tips, and educational resources.

How to Launch Your At-Home Summer Camp
1. Define Your Camp Duration

Decide how many weeks your camp will run and set daily hours. Not every moment needs to be
packed — build in downtime for a relaxed, enjoyable experience.

2. Create a Flexible Schedule

You can opt for a detailed daily timetable or a looser plan with a few set activities.
Bonus: Download free printables like a Daily Schedule for Kids or a Summer Screen Time
Rules Checklist to stay organized!

3. Pick a Weekly Theme

Keep excitement high with a new theme each week. Themes help focus your crafts, games, and
outings — simplifying your planning. (More on theme ideas below!)

4. Plan Activities Ahead

Avoid last-minute stress by planning your activities at the beginning of each week (or the night
before).

Pro Tip: Flexibility is key! If kids love an activity, roll with it — adjust your plan to keep the fun
alive.
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Summer Camp Theme Ideas

Build your camp around creative weekly themes — perfect for kids of all ages! Here's a fresh list
of ideas to spark your planning:

Adventure & Exploration Themes

e Jungle Safari: Learn about ecosystems, jungle animals, and basic survival skills.

e Under the Stars: Stargazing, storytelling, and nighttime nature walks.

o Pirate Adventures: Treasure hunts, map reading, and pirate lore.

e Wilderness Survival: Tent pitching, orienteering, and outdoor cooking.

e Time Travelers: Journey through eras — from dinosaurs to futuristic adventures.

Science & Discovery Themes

e Mad Scientist Lab: Hands-on experiments and fascinating science projects.
e Space Explorers: Build rockets, learn about planets, and explore astronomy.
e Tech and Robotics: Coding, robotics, and understanding technology basics.
e Ancient Egypt: Explore pyramids, pharaohs, and ancient history.

e Inventors Workshop: Design and build original inventions.

Arts, Culture & Imagination Themes

Artists and Crafters: Dive into different art forms and craft techniques.

e Storybook Land: Adventures based on classic children’s stories.

e Music Makers: Explore instruments, rhythms, and musical styles.

e Around the World: Experience different cultures through food, crafts, and language.
e Movie Magic: Learn about film-making, animation, and storytelling.

Nature & Outdoors Themes

e The Great Outdoors: Nature walks, scavenger hunts, and wildlife education.
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Island Paradise: Beach-themed crafts, tropical games, and island culture exploration.
Farm Life: Hands-on activities about animals, planting, and farm life.
Eco Warriors: Recycling, conservation, and environment-focused projects.

Under the Sea: Marine life exploration, ocean crafts, and water play.

BONUS Theme Ideas!

Culinary Kids: Cooking classes, baking challenges, and food exploration from around
the world.

Fitness Fun: Daily exercise challenges, obstacle courses, and healthy living lessons.
Wizarding World: Potion making, spell casting, and Quidditch games.
Sports Spectacular: Try different sports and focus on teamwork and sportsmanship.

Dinosaur Discovery: Fossil digs, dinosaur crafts, and prehistoric fun.

Quick Tips for a Smooth Camp Experience

Stay flexible — let the fun flow naturally!

Monitor what activities your campers love and repeat them!

Keep supplies handy — craft bins, science kits, and outdoor gear will save the day.
Capture the moments — take photos of all the fun for a camp scrapbook!
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Camp from Your Couch:
The Best Virtual Summer Camps for Kids

Make this summer unforgettable with virtual camps designed to engage, educate, and inspire.
Whether your child is a future coder, artist, performer, or scholar, there's an online camp perfect
for their interests — all from the comfort of home.

Online camps offer flexibility, fun, and enrichment without travel hassles. Whether your
child wants to dive into a new hobby or sharpen academic skills, these camps provide expert-led
experiences tailored to every interest and age group.

You can browse and enroll in top-rated online and virtual summer camps at websites like
Outschool, ActivityHero, and Sawyer.

STEM & Technology Camps

Where Learning Meets Innovation

e Coding: Dive into the world of programming with beginner to advanced coding camps.
Explore languages like Python and get hands-on with tech.

e Gaming: Create and play on platforms like Roblox or engage in virtual chess
tournaments, building strategic thinking and creativity.

e Science: Spark curiosity with exciting science experiments and explorations, all led by
expert instructors.
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https://outschool.com/online-classes/summer-camps
https://www.activityhero.com/online-classes?q=Camp
https://www.hisawyer.com/browse/online/camps

Movement & Wellness Camps

Get Moving Indoors

Exercise: Keep active with fun, guided virtual fitness sessions — from indoor obstacle
courses to energetic workouts.

Yoga: Mindfulness and movement come together with yoga classes tailored for kids and
teens, improving flexibility and focus.

Art & Creative Camps

Unleash Their Inner Artist

Drawing: Improve sketching and illustration skills with live drawing classes.

Painting: Learn color mixing, brush techniques, and different styles with guided painting

sessions.

Cooking: Discover culinary creativity with fun and safe cooking and baking classes.

Other Art Camps: Explore jewelry making, ceramics, sewing, and more.

Performing Arts Camps

Lights, Camera, Action!

Music: Learn an instrument or develop vocal talents with expert music camps.
Theater: Act, improvise, and express creativity with drama-focused camps.

Acting: Hone acting skills through scene study, monologues, and character
development.

Dance: Ballet, hip-hop, and contemporary dance classes — perfect for every level.

Academic Enrichment Camps

Keep Learning Alive This Summer
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Reading: Virtual storytime adventures and guided reading sessions to build literacy and

love for books.

Language: Explore new languages like Spanish, French, and more through interactive

immersion camps.



Other Academic Camps: Math camps, writing workshops, and STEM bridge programs to
stay sharp and prepared for the new school year.

Camps by Age Group

Tailored Experiences for Every Age
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Toddlers (1-3 years): Gentle, engaging introductions to movement, music, and art.

Grade-Schoolers (4-9 years): Hands-on, interactive camps spanning art, STEM, reading,
and more.

Pre-Teens (10-12 years): Skill-building in coding, writing, performance, and creative
arts.

Teens (13+ years): Advanced camps in technology, academic prep, leadership skills, and
performing arts.
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Summer Snacktime Made Easy:
Healthy and Fun Ideas for Kids

Summer is the perfect season to fuel kids with fun, nutritious snacks that keep them energized
and hydrated for all their outdoor adventures. Whether you need something you can whip up in
a flash or have time to get a little creative, these snack ideas cover all the bases.

Low-Prep Snacks
Quick, grab-and-go options for busy days
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Frozen Grapes: Pop grapes into the freezer for a naturally sweet, refreshing treat.
Watermelon Popsicles: Slice watermelon into wedges, insert popsicle sticks, and freeze.
Hard-Boiled Eggs: Protein-packed and ready in minutes — a great portable snack.
Plain Popcorn: Air-popped and lightly seasoned for a whole-grain snack.

Trail Mix: Combine nuts, dried fruit, and whole-grain cereal for an easy, portable energy
boost.

Mango Slices with Lime: A tropical twist — drizzle lime juice and a pinch of salt.
Cheese and Whole Grain Crackers: A protein-rich classic with fiber.

Cottage Cheese with Fruit: Top with berries or pineapple for a protein and calcium
boost.

Apple Slices with Nut Butter: Crisp apples paired with almond or peanut butter.

Veggie Trays with Healthy Dips: Offer carrots, cucumbers, bell peppers with hummus
or guac.

Rice Cake with Peanut Butter and Banana: Crunchy, satisfying, and naturally sweet.


https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/healthy-snacks-kids-recipes
https://www.superhealthykids.com/30-kid-friendly-summer-snacks/

Moderate-Prep Snacks

A little prep time for extra fun and creativity

Fruit Kebabs: Skewer colorful fruits for a fun, mess-free snack.

Fruit Smoothies: Blend fruit with a splash of yogurt or sneak in spinach for extra
nutrition.

Frozen Yogurt Bark: Spread yogurt, top with fruit and nuts, and freeze until firm.
Yogurt Popsicles: Freeze Greek yogurt mixed with fruit for a cool treat.

Carrot Sticks and Hummus: A crunchy, fiber-packed snack perfect for dipping.
Celery with Peanut Butter and Raisins ("Ants on a Log"): Classic and kid-approved.

Homemade Energy Balls: Blend oats, nuts, seeds, and dried fruit into bite-sized energy
boosters.

Oatmeal Cups: Pre-make oatmeal in muffin tins for grab-and-go fiber snacks.
No-Bake Granola Bars: Mix oats, nut butter, honey, and dried fruit — press and chill.

Greek Yogurt with Honey and Almonds: A quick protein hit with natural sweetness.

Higher-Prep Snacks

For when you have more time to get hands-on
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Baked Sweet Potato Fries: Crisp, vitamin-packed fries baked to perfection.
Veggie Pita Pocket: Whole-wheat pita stuffed with hummus and crunchy veggies.

Homemade Smoothie Bowls: Blend a thick smoothie, top with granola, seeds, and
berries.

Cucumber Sushi Rolls: Fill thin cucumber slices with cream cheese and veggies — fun
finger food.

Zucchini Chips: Thinly sliced, lightly salted, and baked for a crunchy, healthy chip.



Tips for Snack Time Success
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Involve the Kids: Let them pick the snacks and help prepare them — it builds
independence and makes them more likely to eat what they help create.

Pre-Portion for Easy Access: Have ready-to-grab portions to simplify busy days.

Aim for Color Variety: Bright, colorful foods are more enticing and usually more
nutritious.

Stay Allergy-Aware: Always consider any food allergies or sensitivities.

Hydrate, Hydrate, Hydrate: Encourage drinking water along with snacks, especially
during hot summer days.
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Stress-Free Summer:
Creative Childcare Options for Busy Families

Summer break is exciting for kids — but for parents, it often signals the challenge of finding
reliable childcare. While camps and nannies are great options, they aren’t always the perfect fit
for every family’s schedule or budget. Whether you need full-time coverage or creative ways to
fill in gaps, this guide offers a variety of childcare solutions — plus a few fresh ideas — to help
you craft a summer that works for everyone.

Low-Prep Solutions

Quick to arrange with minimal logistics.

e Hire a Summer Babysitter: Ideal for flexible schedules or part-time needs, summer
babysitters — often students or teachers — can fill in gaps when you need at-home care.

o Bonus: summer sitter

e Enroll in a Summer Day Camp: Ranging from a few days to full summer programs, day
camps offer structured fun and social interaction for kids.

o Bonus: Choosing a Camp

o Arrange Online Classes in Sequence: For older kids, scheduling back-to-back virtual
classes keeps them engaged for chunks of the day — perfect for remote-working
parents.
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https://www.care.com/babysitters
https://safesitter.org/10-tips-hiring-summer-sitter/
https://find.acacamps.org/
https://www.acacamps.org/press-room/how-to-choose-camp/preparing-for-camp

Join a Local Hotel Club: Some hotels offer childcare, pools, and gyms — an unexpected
but effective way to work while the kids play.

Engage in Community Service Projects: Many organizations offer youth-friendly
volunteer opportunities, creating a structured and enriching way to spend summer days.

Moderate-Prep Solutions

Requires a little more planning and coordination.

Opt for a Summer Nanny: A nanny provides consistent care at home, and you might
find college students or teachers seeking seasonal work. Some even organize “nanny
camps” with peers for extra activities.

o Bonus: Securing a nanny

Explore Nanny Sharing: Team up with another family to share a nanny and save on
costs — rotating homes can also keep things interesting for the kids.

o Bonus: Is nanny sharing for you?

Look into a Daycare Program: Many daycare centers offer full-time summer programs
promoting learning and social development.

o Bonus: Childcare Tips Sheet

Adventure in Nature Camps: Outdoor camps through local parks often include hiking,
canoeing, and wildlife exploration — combining education with adventure.

STEM Workshops at Libraries or Museums: Dive into hands-on learning with budget-
friendly summer workshops focused on science, technology, and engineering at
community institutions.

Higher-Prep Solutions

More logistics but potentially broader benefits.
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Hire an Au Pair: Though au pairs typically stay longer than a summer, families can
sometimes arrange short-term commitments post-first-year. They offer childcare plus
light household help in exchange for room and board.

o Bonus: Choosing an Au Pair

Create or Join a Childcare Co-op: Swap care with friends or neighbors — an affordable,
community-driven option for families with flexible schedules.



https://www.care.com/nannies
https://www.care.com/c/tips-for-finding-a-summer-nanny/
https://www.care.com/nannies
https://www.care.com/c/is-a-nanny-share-right-for-you/#:~:text=What%20is%20a%20nanny%20share,tailored%20to%20their%20specific%20needs.
https://www.care.com/day-care
https://childcare.gov/consumer-education/choosing-quality-child-care-tip-sheets
https://www.aupaircare.com/
https://www.aupaircare.com/stories/choose-your-summer-au-pair
https://www.care.com/co-ops-tabs-p1233.html

e Family Swap Camp: Partner with another family to host “camp weeks” at each other's
homes — complete with themed activities and outings.

o Develop a Mixed Approach: Combine multiple childcare strategies — like co-ops,
camps, and babysitters — to balance cost, coverage, and flexibility.

Bonus Creative Options

Think outside the box!

e Work in a Child-Friendly Environment: Set up workstations near playgrounds,
community centers, or cafes with Wi-Fi so your child can play while you stay productive.

e Organize a “Nanny Camp”: Some nannies coordinate with others to plan group
activities, creating a camp-like experience without leaving home.

e Tap Into Community Events: Keep an eye on local libraries, parks, and recreation
centers — many offer free or low-cost summer programming for kids.
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Sources

https://www.familyfuntwincities.com/physical-activities-for-kids/

https://activeforlife.com/50-indoor-physical-activities-for-kids/

https://www.paperheartfamily.com/easy-outdoor-activities-kids/

https://familyvacationist.com/summer-vacation-ideas-for-families/

https://www.signupgenius.com/school/spirit-day-themes.cfm

https://happymomhacks.com/summer-camp-at-home-ideas-activities/

https://www.hisawyer.com/browse/online/camps

https://www.superhealthykids.com/30-kid-friendly-summer-snacks/

https://www.care.com/c/options-for-summer-child-care/



https://www.familyfuntwincities.com/physical-activities-for-kids/
https://activeforlife.com/50-indoor-physical-activities-for-kids/
https://www.paperheartfamily.com/easy-outdoor-activities-kids/
https://familyvacationist.com/summer-vacation-ideas-for-families/
https://www.signupgenius.com/school/spirit-day-themes.cfm
https://happymomhacks.com/summer-camp-at-home-ideas-activities/
https://www.hisawyer.com/browse/online/camps
https://www.superhealthykids.com/30-kid-friendly-summer-snacks/
https://www.care.com/c/options-for-summer-child-care/
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Virtual Concierge Services

The virtual concierge service is available 24/7 to save members valuable

time and help balance the competing demands of work and life. The
Virtual Concierge features dedicated Personal Assistants available to
provide research, referrals, or information on just about any topic.
Common requests include:

Caregiver Resources - Members have access to information to
minimize family care burdens such as back-up care options, tutoring
services, babysitters, and immunization information, as well as school
programs and elder care options.

Concierge Services - Personal Assistants can provide resources for
local pet care, entertainment and automotive care referrals to save
employees time and energy.

Homeowner and Renter Resources - Employees can request research
on topics ranging from renovation projects to relocation to simplify
owning, renting, purchasing, or selling a home.

Simplified Travel Planning - Vacation/travel planning and event
coordination research are the top services requested from most
employees.



